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General Assembly  Substitute Bill No. 5819 
February Session, 2006 *_____HB05819JUD___032706____*

 
 
 
 
AN ACT CONCERNING CRIME VICTIMS.  

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Assembly convened: 
 

Section 1. (NEW) (Effective from passage) (a) A pro se litigant who has 1 
been convicted of a family violence crime, as defined in section 46b-38a 2 
of the general statutes, or a violation of section 53-21, 53a-70, 53a-70a, 3 
53a-70b, 53a-71, 53a-72a, 53a-72b, 53a-73a, 53a-181c, 53a-181d or 53a-4 
181e of the general statutes shall not issue a subpoena summoning a 5 
victim of the crime for which such litigant was convicted to appear and 6 
testify at a court hearing or deposition in any civil matter including a 7 
habeas corpus proceeding, unless a court authorizes the issuance of 8 
such subpoena in accordance with subsection (b) of this section.  9 

(b) Whenever such pro se litigant intends to issue a subpoena to any 10 
such victim, such litigant shall provide the clerk of the court with 11 
notice of such intention. Upon receipt of such notice, the clerk of the 12 
court shall schedule a hearing and provide notice to the pro se litigant 13 
of the date, time and place of such hearing. At such hearing, the pro se 14 
litigant shall make an offer of proof as to the content of the testimony 15 
expected to be given by the victim. If the court finds that the testimony 16 
expected to be given by the victim is relevant and necessary to the civil 17 
matter, the court shall authorize the pro se litigant to issue such 18 
subpoena to such victim. The scope of such litigant's examination of 19 
the victim shall be limited in accordance with the court's findings on 20 
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the offer of proof.   21 

Sec. 2. Subsection (a) of section 54-211 of the 2006 supplement to the 22 
general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu 23 
thereof (Effective October 1, 2006): 24 

(a) (1) No order for the payment of compensation shall be made 25 
under section 54-210 unless the application has been made within two 26 
years after the date of the personal injury or death, and the personal 27 
injury or death was the result of an incident or offense listed in section 28 
54-209 which has been reported to the police within five days of its 29 
occurrence or, if the incident or offense could not reasonably have been 30 
reported within such period, within five days of the time when a 31 
report could reasonably have been made or, in the case of a victim of 32 
sexual assault, within five days of the time when such victim has been 33 
examined at a health care facility for the collection of sexual assault 34 
evidence. (2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision (1) of this 35 
subsection, any person who, before, on or after October 1, 2005, fails to 36 
make application for compensation within two years after the date of 37 
the personal injury or death as a result of physical, emotional or 38 
psychological injuries caused by such personal injury or death may 39 
apply for a waiver of such time limitation. The Office of Victim 40 
Services, upon a finding of such physical, emotional or psychological 41 
injury, may grant such waiver. (3) Notwithstanding the provisions of 42 
subdivision (1) of this subsection, any minor who, before, on or after 43 
October 1, 2005, fails to make application for compensation within two 44 
years after the date of the personal injury or death through no fault of 45 
the minor, may apply for a waiver of such time limitation. The Office 46 
of Victim Services, upon a finding that such minor is not at fault, may 47 
grant such waiver. (4) Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision 48 
(1) of this subsection, a person who is a dependent of a victim may 49 
make application for payment of compensation not later than two 50 
years from the date that such person discovers or in the exercise of 51 
reasonable care should have discovered that the person upon whom 52 
the applicant was dependent was a victim or ninety days after May 26, 53 
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2000, whichever is later. Such person shall file with such application a 54 
statement signed under penalty of false statement setting forth the date 55 
when such person discovered that the person upon whom the 56 
applicant was dependent was a victim and the circumstances that 57 
prevented such person discovering that the person upon whom the 58 
applicant was dependent was a victim until more than two years after 59 
the date of the incident or offense. There shall be a rebuttable 60 
presumption that a person who files such a statement and is otherwise 61 
eligible for compensation pursuant to this chapter is entitled to 62 
compensation. (5) Any waiver denied by the Office of Victim Services 63 
under this subsection may be reviewed by a victim compensation 64 
commissioner, provided such request for review is made by the 65 
applicant within thirty days from the mailing of the notice of denial by 66 
the Office of Victim Services. If a victim compensation commissioner 67 
grants such waiver, the commissioner shall refer the application for 68 
compensation to the Office of Victim Services for a determination 69 
pursuant to section 54-205. (6) Notwithstanding the provisions of 70 
subdivision (1), (2) or (3) of this subsection, the Office of Victim 71 
Services may, for good cause shown and upon a finding of compelling 72 
equitable circumstances, waive the time limitations of subdivision (1) 73 
of this subsection. 74 

Sec. 3. Subsection (d) of section 54-211 of the 2006 supplement to the 75 
general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu 76 
thereof (Effective October 1, 2006): 77 

(d) (1) No compensation shall be awarded for the first hundred 78 
dollars of injury sustained and no such compensation shall be in an 79 
amount in excess of fifteen thousand dollars except that such 80 
compensation to or for the benefit of the dependents of a homicide 81 
victim shall be in an amount not to exceed twenty-five thousand 82 
dollars. The claims of the dependents of a deceased victim, as provided 83 
in section 54-208, shall be considered derivative of the claim of such 84 
victim and the total compensation paid for all claims arising from the 85 
death of such victim shall not exceed a maximum of twenty-five 86 



Substitute Bill No.  5819 
 

 

LCO    {D:\Conversion\Tob\h\2006HB-05819-R01-HB.doc }    4 of 4
 

thousand dollars. 87 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision (1) of this 88 
subsection, the Office of Victim Services or a victim compensation 89 
commissioner may, for good cause shown and upon a finding of 90 
compelling equitable circumstances, award compensation in an 91 
amount in excess of the maximum amounts set forth in said 92 
subdivision.  93 

Sec. 4. (Effective from passage) The Chief State's Attorney, in 94 
consultation with the Chief Court Administrator, shall develop a plan 95 
for the establishment and implementation of a state-wide automated 96 
victim information and notification system to provide automatic notice 97 
of relevant offender information and status reports to registered crime 98 
victims. Not later than January 1, 2007, the Chief State's Attorney shall 99 
submit such plan, including any recommended legislation necessary to 100 
implement such plan, to the joint standing committee of the General 101 
Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to the judiciary, in 102 
accordance with section 11-4a of the general statutes. 103 

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following 
sections: 
 
Section 1 from passage New section 
Sec. 2 October 1, 2006 54-211(a) 
Sec. 3 October 1, 2006 54-211(d) 
Sec. 4 from passage New section 
 
JUD Joint Favorable Subst.  

 


